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Pastor’s Report, Summer 2022 
 

It’s the first heat wave of summer but by the �me you receive 

this, it may be the second or third.  These are good days to stay 

inside and read.  I have a biography of the blues guitar player 

and singer Robert Johnson called “Up Jumped the Devil” (the 

sub�tle of his song “Preaching Blues”) Johnson was only 27 

when he died.  In 1936 and 1937 he recorded 29 songs in          

recording sessions in San Antonio and then Dallas Texas.  He died 

about a year a2er the last song he recorded.  There are myths 

that have grown around the life and music of Johnson, but much 

of his life is s�ll unknown.  There’s a story that Johnson met the 

devil at a crossroads near the Dockery planta�on in Mississippi; 

another account said the crossroad mee�ng with the devil was 

in Beulah, Mississippi.  But other accounts say that Johnson    

didn’t meet the devil at a crossroads but in a graveyard, in     

Hazlehurst, Mississippi.   It’s a Faust-like story where in exchange 

for his soul, Johnson was given the crea�ve genius and physical 

talent to create the blues for which he became famous.  
 

Another book I’m reading is Rescuing the Bible from                

Fundamentalism by Episcopal bishop John Shelby Spong (1931-

2021).  The next to last chapter is called:  Christmas and Easter: 

Ul�mate Truth and Literal Nonsense, and the last chapter, 14, is: 

Who Is Christ For Us?  All of us who follow Jesus need to keep 

asking this ques�on, and our answer will probably keep changing 

as our consciousness changes.  Other spiritual-oriented books on 

my summer reading list are Open Mind, Open Heart (a classic on 

centering prayer, I keep coming back and re-reading this) by Fr. 

Thomas Kea�ng.  And Return to the Root, by Joyce Rupp (Rupp is 

an interna�onal retreat leader and member of the Servants of 

Mary community; she calls herself a “spiritual midwife” and is 

director of a program called Boundless Compassion). 



Another book is the Civil War historical novel by Owen Parry, 

“Call Each River Jordan.”  Especially now as our na�on feels like 

it’s in a civil war, anything about our first civil war in (1861-

1865) reminds us that we’ve been to this place of                    

uncompromising division before.  
 

It’ll take the next twenty years to read all these piles of books I 

have lined up.  Heaven is a place where we hear and read good 

stories.  If you think about it, just about everything having to do 

with words and communica�on is a story: the news, preaching, 

talking over coffee or beer, our thoughts, poli�cs — everything 

is a story.   Our Bible is a storybook.  Instead of the Gospel 

(Good News) of Jesus Christ, we could say, “The Good Story of 

Jesus Christ.”  The New Testament is a story about God living, 

and dying, on earth as a person. 
 

Two movies (audio/video stories) I recently saw on consecu�ve 

nights were Apocalypse Now (1979) and Rogers and             

Hamerstein’s State Fair (1945).  Wow — what a contrast.  If you 

want to feel shock and “the horror, the horror” of the senseless 

pain human beings can inflict on each other, see Apocalypse 

Now. Then, watch something on the other end of the spectrum 

of human emo�on, like State Fair.  It’s about finding love at the 

Iowa State Fair where a brother and sister find their soul-mates 

and sing beau�ful songs in perfect pitch.  It’s like Mary Poppins 

for older people.  It came out the year World War II ended — 

so people were probably needing something dreamy and 

numbing, a dose of Xanax and Valium in a movie. 
 

Every day our lives tell a new story.  And the Bible is like our 

family album, with our grandparents Adam and Eve and aunt 

Jezebel and father Abraham, mother Mary and brother/friend/ 



It's Apple Pie Time! 

Apple Pie making will start Wednesday, September 7 at 9:30!  

Rollers, peelers, choppers and guests are welcome to come 

help make our famous Dunbar Apple Pies!  Due to big increases 

in supplies, our delicious pies will now be $12.   

If you would like to order a pie for pick up on any Wednesday 

un�l October 5, please call me and leave a message.  We will 

have fresh baked on September 7,  frozen and fresh baked 

star�ng September 14. The week of Apple Fes�val we will be 

making pies Wednesday, 10/12, Thursday, 10/13 and Friday, 

10/14 for the fes�val. (No sales on those days)  

Everyone is welcome to this fun social �me! 

Debbie Laffin 

(203) 281-3241 

savior Jesus, cousins Judas and Ruth.  Our family stories.  And 

God con�nues to write the stories of our lives — love stories. 

The thing about love, Paul said, is it never ends. Can you        

imagine? We’ll be doing this forever! 

 

I hope the story of your summer  

is rich and restoring, Christ-filled, 
 

Love, 
 

George  Contact Pastor George @ 

Phone: (203) 287 -8106 or  

revonweb@sbcglobal.net   



THE 53RD APPLE FESTIVAL WILL BE HELD ON 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2022, FROM 9A.M. TO 1P.M. 

 

We will be having our Dunbar Cafe featuring apple pancakes, 

apple crisp and aeble skivers!  Also our jams and jellies, bazaar, 

Grandma's ASc, jewelry, bake sale, book sale and pie tables will 

be full!   

As we did last year, sea�ng will be outside.  

We would truly appreciate any cra2y people who would like to 

donate to the bazaar table! Christmas ornaments, knit or       

crochet items, or any homemade cra2 welcome. 

Grandma's ASc takes items that are "beUer than Goodwill".  

Kitchen items, knick knacks, toys, baby items (no car seats or 

cribs), tools, dishes, glassware, utensils, artwork, spor�ng 

goods, and weird stuff is needed. No clothing/shoes please.  

Jewelry of any kind is appreciated. 

Homemade jams and jellies are needed with the list of             

ingredients. 

Book Sale takes all age books in good condi�on (please no       

encyclopedias, magazines, or musty books) 

Bake Sale info to come. 

Volunteers are needed for set up/breakdown, manning tables, 

clean up, and more! 

Please let me know if you 

can help in any way or 

have any  ques�ons! 
 

Thank you, 

Debbie Laffin 

(203)281-3241 



Apple Fes'val Bake Sale 
 

We will be having a bake sale at the Apple Fes�val on Oct.15, 

2022. 

It will be a scaled down table but we s�ll need your wonderful 

home made baked goods. 

To plan accordingly and have a good variety we ask that you let 

us know in advance what you will be baking.  

Please call Jennifer Johnson at 202-239-3775 or 203-605-7234. 

Remember, always popular are: 

brownies, cookies, squares, bars, small loaves, small pies (not 

apple) and cupcakes. 

We will bag the items. 

Looking forward to the Apple Fes�val and we appreciate all 

your help. 

75th ANNIVERSARY OF DUNBAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST! 

Celebra�ng 75 years we will be having a special cookout      

combined with Rally Day on September 18 directly a2er church 

(11 a.m.)  As well as hotdogs and hamburgers, salads, and     

catered items, there will be Dunbar treats!  We are planning on 

displaying Dunbar history, having outdoor games and children's 

ac�vi�es.  All are invited!  This includes family and friends.  We 

are looking for a head count so we don't under buy or overbuy.  

Please call the church (203) 288-2342 or us (203) 281-3241 to 

leave a message if  you and your family/friends are aUending 

by September 1.  We also need volunteers to help set up/

breakdown, serve, etc.  Please let us know if you can help.  

Hope to see you ALL at this celebra�on! 

Peter and Debbie Laffin 



Board of Missions and Concerns 
 

Over the summer Missions have con�nued to make dona�ons 

to help make a difference. Jodi and Jennifer have shopped for 

items that IRIS (Integrated Refugee & Immigrant Services) had 

on their wish list. Thanks Jodi for delivering them. We also     

donated to the Lakota Indians of South Dakota. (I remember 

Polly always collected toys and Janet Lavorgna had also             

collected winter items and traveled there with our students to 

help). We con�nue to help our veterans and donate to the USO 

(which keeps people in the service connected to their families). 

Gary and I did the MS Walk and Missions also donated to MS, 

Special Olympics and Guiding Eyes for the Blind (which trains  

dogs for the blind and visually impaired). Also we have donated 

to UNICEF which helps children worldwide. We will con�nue to 

help  with food insecurity, our veterans, children, organiza�ons 

that help so many, and our Church families.  
 

As always, Missions is here to help, 

Donna and the Missions CommiUee  



If you would like to be part of the prayer chain, 

please call, text, or email Lois Kasarauskas 

Call: 203-281-7174  Text: 203-317-1903  

Email: lk1740@sbcglobal.net.  

H.O.P.E. 

 

H.O.P.E. would like to thank those that donated this June and 

July and helped keep us going: 

George and Janet Braen(twice) 

John and Lois Kasarauskas(twice) 

Heather Sibley 

Phyllis Bloomquist in memory of Joan Thurston, Ginny            

Granquist's sister. 
 

In June we donated to IRIS for food needs for new refugees.  In 

July we are dona�ng to Loaves and Fishes helping to feed those 

in need in New Haven. 
 

If you would like to make a dona�on in memory of, in honor of, 

as a gi2 for someone, or if you would just like to donate, you 

can do so by visi�ng our Dunbar website or send a check to 

Dunbar with HOPE in the memo line. 

Please help us keep up Helping Other People Eat. 
 

Any ques�ons or concerns, please call. 
 

Thank you again, 

Debbie Laffin 

(203) 281-3241 



Trustees 
 

The Trustees con�nue to monitor income and expenses, with 

current financials within expected ranges. No significant       

challenges present, in large part due to the con�nued              

engagement and generosity of the congrega�on. With the new 

floor installed in the Parish Hall, we have contracted to have 

some exterior paint work done this summer and are                 

inves�ga�ng contractors to replace the cement pad at the      

entrance of the church. 
 

RespecXully SubmiUed 

John Donohue 

Chris'an Educa'on 
 

In the past two years, Chris�an Educa�on has had Children's 

Time over Zoom on Monday nights.  We are looking forward to 

having Children’s Time and Sunday School during church       

service again star�ng in September. Also, when the pandemic 

began Pastor George was leading a class about communion and 

a Confirma�on class. We look forward to  celebra�ng the    

comple�on of those classes during church services this fall.   
 

If anyone has a child that they wish to par�cipate in upcoming 

Sunday School lessons, let me know so we can have materials 

ready.   
 

Janet Manukas 



Deacons 
 

Summer Gree�ngs from your Dunbar UCC deacons. 

The deacons con�nue to work to support members of the   

congrega�on in need. Please don't hesitate to reach out,       

especially in this heat wave. We have been very fortunate to 

have visi�ng ministers while Reverend George has been away 

on vaca�on. We have enjoyed the different ideas and             

approaches they bring to our Sunday worship. 
 

RespecXully SubmiUed, 

KiUy Donohue 

The secretary will be on vaca�on August 6-13. 

I will have access to email and phone messages, but my 

response may be delayed. 

Please plan accordingly. 

Thank you, 

Nancy. 



From The Southern New England Conference 

Phishing Scams 

Beloved, it has been brought to our aUen�on by clergy that 

phishing scams con�nue to circulate.  Phishing is the      

prac�ce of tricking an internet user (through email, text, or 

false websites) into revealing personal informa�on, deploy 

malware, or solicit funds.  For example, you may get an 

email that looks like it’s from the pastor asking that you 

“urgently” purchase gi2 cards and email the cards’ codes. 

The email will usually advise no phone calls.  However, this 

is a scam and upon closer inspec�on, the display name may 

be that of the pastor but not the actual email address. 

 A few quick �ps: 

"When in doubt, check it out" – go directly to the real       

individual and ask. 

Look at the actual email address, not the “spoofed” display 

name. 

Rev. George’s email address is revonweb@sbcglobal.net 

The church office email is: office.dunbar@gmail.com 

Slow down, especially on phones – be cau�ous of “urgent” 

requests. 

Never email/text sensi�ve informa�on like passwords. 



Bible Study every Wednesday via Zoom 

Mee�ng ID 658 791 9474     

Password 503008 
 

To join by telephone, dial 929-205-6099 and enter the 

mee�ng ID.  If prompted for a password,  

enter  503008.  

Sunday Service 10am every Sunday is also available 

online via Zoom  

Mee�ng ID 658 791 9474     

Password 503008 
 

To join by telephone, dial 929-205-6099 and enter the 

mee�ng ID.  If prompted for a password,  

enter  503008.  

For those who would like to help with the 

Ukrainian Humanitarian effort. 

Send your checks to: 

KofC Council 16253 

St. Michael the Archangel Church 

569 George Street 

New Haven, CT 06511-5301 
 

Checks payable to: KofC Council 16253 

In the memo: St. Michael's Ukraninian Humanitarian Relief 

Fund 



Mission Statement 

“We believe that Jesus calls us to love each other, serve 

our neighbor, and nurture God's spirit within us." 

Dunbar UCC Open & Affirming Statement 

 

We, the members of Dunbar United Church of Christ, 

want Jesus to be the center of our lives. Our mission is 

to prac�ce the New Commandment that Jesus gave 

us: to love one another as he has loved us (John 

13:34). We seek to follow God's will by loving our 

neighbors, friends and enemies alike. We seek jus�ce 

for all. 

 

We celebrate the image of God in every person. As an 

Open and Affirming Church, we welcome all persons 

into the full life and ministry of our church, and affirm 

that the grace of God, known especially through Je-

sus, is a gi2 meant for people of every race, color, age, 

ability, and sexual orienta�on. Worship, leadership, 

ministry, and employment are open to all. 

 

We are on a journey of faith and invite all people to 

join us.  No maUer the church or community where 

your journey began, you are welcome here. 


