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Pastor’s Report, September 2022 
 

This year we are celebra�ng our 75th anniversary.  I was here 

when we celebrated our 50th and vaguely remember parts of 

that.  We chose to have that celebra�on at the Church of the   

Ascension because we thought Fellowship Hall would not be 

large enough to hold the number of people we expected.  Fr. 

Tom O’Rourke was the priest at Ascension then and he        

a(ended.  Those were the days we celebrated with him and 

members of Ascension the Easter Sunrise service at Hindinger 

Farm.  Some of the pastors of Dunbar’s past came to the 50th, 

and some people said a few words or made speeches.  For this 

year’s celebra�on I told Debbie Laffin that I would say a few 

words — a really, really brief speech.  That’s what Lincoln said he 

would do at Ge(ysburg (he spoke less than three minutes, just 

two hundred seventy words).  I wonder if my Dunbar Address  

will be as memorable?  I hope you’ll plan to come to this          

celebra�on on September 18 and be a part of history! 
 

The last �me we worshipped in the church as a large gathering 

of people was March 8, 2020.  It’s been two and a half years 

since that many of us were together in worship.  On that day in 

March, Lauren (Hurd) and Kenneth Sheehan bap�zed their 

daughter (granddaughter to Steve and Sandy Hurd) Lucy Lena 

Sheehan.  No one could have known that the next Sunday the 

church would be closed because of Covid.  Our president at the 

�me said the virus would go away “very soon, like a miracle” by 

April — “with the heat.”  Two and a half years and more than a 

million deaths later, it’s s�ll here, though most of us are           

protected by vaccines and boosters.  But look how the world has 

changed in those two and a half years.  Russia and Ukraine at 

war, Roe v. Wade overturned, and our democra�c form of      

government challenged by many Americans who believe that  



popular elec�ons are no longer valid ways to choose our       

leaders. 
 

And talk about change — look at this le(er I read recently on 

my email by Heidi A. Droegemueller, Vice President for          

Seminary Rela�ons at Lutheran Seminary in Minnesota: 
 

“Hello Friend, 
 

Chances are when you think of church, you’re picturing a     

Sunday-morning worship service with a sermon and music. 

That’s what I look forward to! That’s what JD Larson used to 

picture too, back when he pastored at a megachurch in         

Bal�more, Maryland. 
 

But that changed when JD felt called to something more       

missional in nature. 
 

JD now copastors with his wife at North City Church in           

Minneapolis, Minnesota—and church looks quite different! 
 

Realizing that a sizeable amount of the ministry that happened 

in the gospels took place around a table, JD decided to follow 

that model by introducing “dinner church” as the main service 

each week. 
 

The idea of dinner church is to bring believers together with 

strangers to break bread around the table, talk about Jesus in a 

casual seHng, and create a comfortable, no-pressure              

environment for people to foster friendships with both each 

other and grow in their faith with God. 
 

Stories like JD’s make me stop and wonder, “What are some of 

the areas of my life and faith that could use a fresh approach?” 

Maybe that’s something you could ruminate on today as well! 



It's Apple Pie Time! 

Apple Pie making will start Wednesday, September 7 at 9:30!  

Rollers, peelers, choppers and guests are welcome to come 

help make our famous Dunbar Apple Pies!  Due to big increases 

in supplies, our delicious pies will now be $12.   

If you would like to order a pie for pick up on any Wednesday 

un�l October 5, please call me and leave a message.  We will 

have fresh baked on September 7,  frozen and fresh baked 

star�ng September 14. The week of Apple Fes�val we will be 

making pies Wednesday, 10/12, Thursday, 10/13 and Friday, 

10/14 for the fes�val. (No sales on those days)  

Everyone is welcome to this fun social �me! 

Debbie Laffin 

(203) 281-3241 

Warm regards, 
 

Heidi A. Droegemueller, Vice President for Seminary Rela�ons 

Luther Seminary” 
 

It reminded me of the Cafe Church we did occasionally during 

the summer months.  Maybe we could bring that back and hold 

services in Fellowship Hall through the year, like coffee-hour/

worship combined.  Not every Sunday but some�mes.  That’s 

an idea.  I’m eager to hear your ideas as we discern where God 

is leading us in this 76th year of our journey together. 
 

Yours, with love, so happy to 

soon see your in-person faces 

again, 
 

George  

Contact Pastor George @ 

Phone: (203) 287 -8106 or  

revonweb@sbcglobal.net   



THE 53RD APPLE FESTIVAL WILL BE HELD ON 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2022, FROM 9A.M. TO 1P.M. 

 

We will be having our Dunbar Cafe featuring apple pancakes, 

apple crisp and aeble skivers!  Also our jams and jellies, bazaar, 

Grandma's AHc, jewelry, bake sale, book sale and pie tables will 

be full!   

As we did last year, sea�ng will be outside.  

We would truly appreciate any craQy people who would like to 

donate to the bazaar table! Christmas ornaments, knit or       

crochet items, or any homemade craQ welcome. 

Grandma's AHc takes items that are "be(er than Goodwill".  

Kitchen items, knick knacks, toys, baby items (no car seats or 

cribs), tools, dishes, glassware, utensils, artwork, spor�ng 

goods, and weird stuff is needed. No clothing/shoes please.  

Jewelry of any kind is appreciated. 

Homemade jams and jellies are needed with the list of             

ingredients. 

Book Sale takes all age books in good condi�on (please no       

encyclopedias, magazines, or musty books) 

Bake Sale info to come. 

Volunteers are needed for set up/breakdown, manning tables, 

clean up, and more! 

Please let me know if you 

can help in any way or 

have any  ques�ons! 
 

Thank you, 

Debbie Laffin 

(203)281-3241 



Trustees 
 

The Board con�nues to monitor income and expenditures and 

accounts look good. External pain�ng for parts of the church 

are slated to take place in the second half of August, weather 

permiHng. We are also working on securing a quote for some 

cement work at the entrance. The Board will resume regular 

monthly mee�ngs in September. 

 

RespecSully Submi(ed 

John Donohue 

75th ANNIVERSARY OF DUNBAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST! 

Celebra�ng 75 years, we will be having a special cookout    

combined with Rally Day on September 18, directly aQer 

church (11a.m.).  As well as hotdogs and hamburgers, salads 

and catered items, there will be Dunbar treats!  We are      

planning on displaying Dunbar History (Thank you Cindy Long!), 

having outdoor games and children's ac�vi�es. All family and 

friends are invited!   

We are looking for a head count so we don't under buy or    

over buy. Please call the church (203) 288-2342 or us           

(203) 281-3241 to leave a message if you and your family/

friends are a(ending.   

We also need volunteers to help set up/breakdown, serve, 

etc.  Please let us know if you can help.   

Hope to see you ALL to celebrate Dunbar!  

Peter and Debbie Laffin 



Apple Fes+val Bake Sale 
 

We will be having a bake sale at the Apple Fes�val on Oct.15, 

2022. 

It will be a scaled down table but we s�ll need your wonderful 

home made baked goods. 

To plan accordingly and have a good variety we ask that you let 

us know in advance what you will be baking.  

Please call Jennifer Johnson at 202-239-3775 or 203-605-7234. 

Remember, always popular are: 

brownies, cookies, squares, bars, small loaves, small pies (not 

apple) and cupcakes. 

We will bag the items. 

Looking forward to the Apple Fes�val and we appreciate all 

your help. 

Chris+an Educa+on 
 

Chris�an Educa�on is excited to kick off our school year with 

lessons held in person beginning on September 11th.    

As typical, students will walk with an adult aQer Children’s Time 

in the middle of Sunday Service, to our classroom for a lesson. 

If you would like your child to par�cipate, please let me know.    

You can call or text me at (203)800-6810.    

 

It promises to be a wonderful church school year!   

 

Janet Manukas 



If you would like us to pray for you or have a prayer request 

call, text, or email Lois Kasarauskas 

Call: 203-281-7174  Text: 203-317-1903  

Email: lk1740@sbcglobal.net.  

H.O.P.E. 

 

H.O.P.E. would like to thank those that donated this past month 

and really helped keep us going! 

George and Janet Braen 

Heather Sibley 

John and Lois Kasarauskas 
 

This month we are dona�ng to World Central Kitchen that      

assists with meals during difficult �mes all over the world. 

As well as serving in Ukraine, they have also served in Texas, 

Kentucky, Louisiana, Puerto Rico, Beirut, Australia and more. 

WCK advocates for more hunger relief and be(er nutri�on. 

"Food relief is not just a meal that keeps hunger away. It's a 

plate of hope.  It tells you in your darkest hour that someone, 

somewhere, cares about you. You'd be amazed at the power of 

a plate of food." 
 

If you would like to make a dona�on in memory of, in honor of, 

as a giQ for someone, or if you would just like to donate, you 

can do so by visi�ng our Dunbar website or send a check to 

Dunbar with HOPE in the memo. 

Please help us keep up Helping Other People Eat. 
 

Any ques�ons/concerns, please call. 

Thank you again, 

Debbie Laffin, (203) 281-3241 



Board of Missions and Concerns 
 

As always Missions try to help overseas and in our community. 

Smile Train (Changing the World One Smile at a Time-performs 

surgery on children who are born with a cleQ lip and palate).  

Locally we have donated to Meals on Wheels (Greater New   

Haven area) and CT Foodshare to help with food insecurity.  

Also dona�ons to Make-A-Wish Connec�cut and 'r kids Family     

Center, New Haven that has been helping children and their 

families since 1996. We made a dona�on to their toddler's  

playscape. Missions also donated to Habitat for Humanity for 

the Sleeping Giant Build.  

 

As always please let anyone on Missions if you know of a need. 

Take care , 

Donna and the Missions Commi(ee  

Deacons 
 

Gree�ngs from your UCC Deacons. 

The deacons con�nue to work to support members of the    

congrega�on in need. Please don't hesitate to reach out, we 

are here to help. We have been very fortunate to have visi�ng 

ministers while Reverend George has been away on vaca�on. 

We have enjoyed the different ideas and approaches they bring 

to our Sunday worship.  

 

RespecSully Submi(ed, 

Ki(y Donohue 



The Dixwell Avenue Congrega+onal United Church of Christ 

 

Founded in 1820, is the oldest formally recognized                

African-American Congrega�onal Church in the world 

 

Will be celebra�ng their Bicentennial Plus Two with a  

luncheon  

11:00 am, Saturday, September 24, 2022 

Omni Hotel at Yale 

155 Temple Street 

New Haven, CT 
 

Keynote Speaker 

Charlayne Hunter-Gault 

Award-Winning Journalist and Author 
 

Charlayne Hunter-Gault has a career spanning more than 50 

years, extending her work at various �mes to all media. She is 

the author of four books—including; To the Mountaintop: My 

Journey Through the Civil Rights Movement, a historical         

narra�ve for young readers grade nine and up. 

 

Luncheon Tickets: $100 per person 

Three Payment Op�ons (Deadline 9/17/22) 

Check payable to DIxwell Congrega�onal UCC 

217 Dixwell Ave., New Haven, CT 06511 

Zelle to: dixwelluccW@gmail.com 

Also payable on Eventbrite 



The Dixwell Avenue Congrega+onal United Church of Christ 

 

Is pleased to announce 

 

Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer 

United Church of Christ 

General Minister and President 

 

Will preach the sermon for their 

Bicentennial Plus Two Anniversary 

Homecoming Service 

 

Sunday, September 25, 2022, 11:00 AM 

 

Dixwell Avenue UCC invites all to join them! 



Bible Study every Wednesday via Zoom 

Mee�ng ID 658 791 9474     

Password 503008 
 

To join by telephone, dial 929-205-6099 and enter the 

mee�ng ID.  If prompted for a password,  

enter  503008.  

Sunday Service 10am every Sunday is also available 

online via Zoom  

Mee�ng ID 658 791 9474     

Password 503008 
 

To join by telephone, dial 929-205-6099 and enter the 

mee�ng ID.  If prompted for a password,  

enter  503008.  

For those who would like to help with the 

Ukrainian Humanitarian effort. 

Send your checks to: 

KofC Council 16253 

St. Michael the Archangel Church 

569 George Street 

New Haven, CT 06511-5301 
 

Checks payable to: KofC Council 16253 

In the memo: St. Michael's Ukraninian Humanitarian Relief 

Fund 



Mission Statement 

“We believe that Jesus calls us to love each other, serve 

our neighbor, and nurture God's spirit within us." 

Dunbar UCC Open & Affirming Statement 

 

We, the members of Dunbar United Church of Christ, 

want Jesus to be the center of our lives. Our mission is 

to prac�ce the New Commandment that Jesus gave 

us: to love one another as he has loved us (John 

13:34). We seek to follow God's will by loving our 

neighbors, friends and enemies alike. We seek jus�ce 

for all. 

 

We celebrate the image of God in every person. As an 

Open and Affirming Church, we welcome all persons 

into the full life and ministry of our church, and affirm 

that the grace of God, known especially through Je-

sus, is a giQ meant for people of every race, color, age, 

ability, and sexual orienta�on. Worship, leadership, 

ministry, and employment are open to all. 

 

We are on a journey of faith and invite all people to 

join us.  No ma(er the church or community where 

your journey began, you are welcome here. 


