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This year the Commitment Committee asked me to write a “stewardship” letter. So
instead of sending each of you a letter in the mail, this Dome report will cover that
subject.

Every year about this time, the Trustees must decide how much it cost to run the
church. So they come up with a number and this becomes “the budget.” | think the
budget for this year was $136,050.00. Before the Trustees decide what next year’s
budget will be, they need to know what each member -- or family -- plans to give.
That's why they gave us pledge cards. When we fill out those cards and return them
to the Trustees, the Trustees have an idea of what to make the budget.

Many of you give much of your time and talent to the church, and this is what makes
Dunbar such a great place. The participation of each of you in times of worship and
celebration, and in the running of the church, is the greatest gift -- more important
than your financial offerings. The more | see each of you here, the happier | am.

The money is just one of the minor, but necessary, details of being a church. But |
was asked to write about it so here we are. How much should each of us give to the
church? How do we figure that out? We could make an equation. If the budget is
$140,000.00 and there are about 40 families in the church -- then if we divide the two
numbers we’d get 3,500. This is probably the easiest way to solve the problem about
how much we should give. If we each gave $3,500.00, then we’d make our budget
and | wouldn’t need to write anything else. Wow, that was simple. So simple, | don't
know why the Commitment Committee asked me to write this letter. Why didn’t they
just pick up the phone and ask each of you for $3500.007?

Maybe they wanted me to offer a “spiritual” perspective on giving. As an authority
on God and the Bible | could offer advice about how much we should give. Does God
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want us to give a tenth of our earnings (this is called “tithing”)? Is that what “the Bible”
says? Actually, no -- “the Bible” doesn’t say that. Some places in the Bible say that --
and some don’t. Jesus didn't tithe. He didn’t earn anything, and of what he had, he
gave a lot more than ten percent. And just because passages in Leviticus and
Deuteronomy say we should give ten percent -- why should we limit ourselves by
that? Isn’t that too easy? Why ten percent? | used to try to do that, and now | say,
“Why not more?” What's so magical about 10 percent? Why not 20 percent? Why
not half? There’s really no limit here -- it's between each of us and God. Remember
the poor widow that Jesus watched as she threw a few pennies in the offering plate?
According to Jesus, that was about a hundred percent of what she owned. There was
another man who was rich and Jesus asked him to give everything he had, but the
man refused, and sadly walked away. Another rich man, Zacchaeus, gave a half of
his possessions, and Jesus was satisfied with that. See -- there’s no calculus in the
Bible for giving. Does it say 10 percent, 50 percent or everything? It says each of
these. How much money should we give to the church? | don’t know. We need
about $3500.00 from each of the 40 families. Some of you don’t have that, and some
have more. Should we give till it hurts? Oh please -- don’t do that! My advice is to
give until it feels good.

Your steward,

George
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Best wishes to all those celebrating birthdays &iagrsaries in

October!!
8" : Dean Luedee celebrating his"irthday!
22 Polly Parmelee celebrating her birthday!
29" : Robby Shettleworth celebrating his"@rthday!

www.dunbarchurch.com




Childcare Has Begun!!

If your child is too young for Sunday School, wev@&hildcare offered
to all families during our Sunday Worship!! Maryién and Linda Rua
run the Childcare on the lower level of the PaHkisluse. So drop off
your little one’s for fun and play while you enjtdye Sunday Service!!

. B

Apple Festival Bake Sale

www.dunbarchurch.com
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We are again asking for baked goods for the bake table at the
Apple Festival, October 24, 2009.

There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex. Some suggestions

include: cookies, candy, muffins, brownies, small loaves, bars, small
pies (NOT APPLE).

If any questions, please call Caroline Tallberg at 281-3782
or Jennifer L. Johnson at 239-3775.

And, as always, thank you for your participation.
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Publicity Committee

Hello Everyone,

If your Board or Committee would like to have areet/publicized in the local
papers, please send me the details and | wouldblde@ submit the information.
Many papers would like the information well in adea, so if you can submit the
information to me 4 to 6 weeks in advance, I'd &gate it. Also send me
pictures of events that have occurred, so the camtypnknows about our Church
doings and activities. Give me a call if you hawy questions: Cindy — 230-8984
or email: longcd@sbcglobal.net

Respectfully Submitted,

Cindy Long, Publicity Committee

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: We began making Apple Pies the Wednesday after Labor
Day. and have made a total of 112 by September 16. These are nearly all sold, and orders
for the coming weeks are adding up fast. So, if you hope to get some pies, call Ginny
Granquist, at 248-5484 . or come to the Festival. A baked pie is $10, and an unbaked pie
is $9.

We can always use more helpers on Wednesday’s, at 9:30 AM, to make the pies. Piecrust
rollers are especially needed. Also, if you can work on the Festival, please call Debbie
Laffin, at 281-3241.

Our Apple Festival will be held on Saturday, October 24", from 10 AM until 2 PM. Do
plan to come, for an enjoyable time! We will be making pies every Wednesday until
Festival week, when our schedule will be:

Wednesday (10/21) 9:30 AM

Thursday (10/22) 9:00 AM

Friday (10/23) 9:.AM for pie making; Set up hall at 7:00 PM (men needed)
Saturday (Festival) Doors open at 10. Workers report as needed, Men needed

at 2 PM for cleaning up.

Please come, and help us support our Scholarship Fund and many other charities.

Barbara Walters

DEACONS: The fall season Chapel in the Woods service is scheduled for Sunday
October 11, to meet at the church at 4 PM. We will then walk about ¥ mile to the
wooded church property further out Benham Street for the brief service.

HAMDEN FOOD BANK: Donations are desperately needed. Especially needed are
canned beans (white, red and green), dried beans, peanut butter, and soups of any kind.
The present supply of pasta should last for several weeks. There are boxes for donations
just to the left, just after vou enter the church’s front door.

www.dunbarchurch.com




NEW: HOT APPLE SUNDAES
(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST)

FOR THE KIDS: GAMES AND SURPRISES FROM THE POCKETS
OF “APPLE JENNY”

To place a pie order from now until October 14, 2009, call 203-248-
5484 for pick up on Wednesdays at noon at the church fellowship
hall. Pies are a real bargain at $9.00 for an unbaked pie and
$10.00 for a baked pie.

Proceeds are directed toward outreach programs and the mission
work of the church.

www.dunbarchurch.com




Board of Christian Education

The Church School year began on Septemb®mith a group of lively and enthusiastic
youngsters! After sharing our stories of our sumauk/entures, we began to learn about
Jacob, his son Joseph and Joseph’s eleven broM&rshared our feelings about jealousy and
how it makes us feel, and learned how Joseph’egslbéwothers handled theirs. Despite his
troubles, Joseph trusted and knew that God hadrafpt him, like He has for us. Over the
next few weeks, the children will see how Josepdroames the challenges in his life, and how
forgiveness is one of the greatest gifts to give r@teive-a great lesson indeed! In October
they will meet and learn about Moses.

Many thanks to our Church School volunteers. Weeleadedicated and diverse group of
leaders in our one-room school house this yeanetdanukas, Janet Lavorgna, Heather
Sibley, Nancy Braen, Bel Forte, and our “Teen-TeafmTaylor and Jordan Jacques, Alex
Shettleworth and Lindsey Chicoine. Donna Burkbecklill lead special group projects.
Parents, if you haven't already filled out your @tuSchool/Nursery Care Registration forms,
please do so as soon as possible. Forms are Nattieex and once completed, can be left in
our Church School “Mailbox{a decorated shoebox).

Nursery Care is available during Church servics.y8u know, Mary & Linda have been here
for over 15 years, providing loving care to our leakand toddlers. They are a valuable
component of our Church and we hope to be ableddl'em continue offering this service for
years to come. If you have any questions, congsugglestions regarding Dunbar’s Nursery
Care, please don't hesitate to call or email madg).

Upcoming CE Activities
October 25- Bible Character Sunday; more details to follovthe Sunday Bulletins and/or via
DUCC email.

December 13Advent Workshop; Crafters, actors, set desigrarstume specialists, directors,
lunch helpers needed; no experience necessarycaewelcome!

Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Long, CE Chairperson
230-8984 longcd@sbcglobal.net

www.dunbarchurch.com
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Advent Workshop Crafters (and Others) Wanted!

Name:

Phone: Email Address:

Craft Idea:

() Yes, I will need some suppligslease list):

() No, I will donate my own supplies

| don’t wish to offer a craft but can help with the Advent Play or
Lunch prep/cleanup:

O Acting

(D Directing play practices
Q Set design

O Costumes

O Music

O Lunch Prep/cleanup

O Anything Else?

Please return to the CE mailbox (in the Narthex)
www.dunbarchurch.com




HALL RENTAL INFORMATION

The DUCC'’s Fellowship hall is available to rent & your special occasions!

The hall provides a comfortable and enjoyable apheee for your wedding and
reception, birthday party, business meeting, amearg celebration, retirement

party, or any other event you have planned. Tillechn hold approximately 240
people, or 180 seated at either round or rectantplbides with chairs. Facilities
include a full kitchen and a serving area for f@aod other refreshments, room for
a live band or DJ, and lighting options to create perfect mood for your affair.

The hall is totally non-smoking and alcohol fregtovide our guests with a
comfortable and enjoyable atmosphere.

Some of the more popular dates, especially weekarmlsd the Christmas
holidays, are reserved months in advance, so delay. Visit us at 767 Benham
Street, Hamden, CT 06514 or call (203) 288-2342rfore information. Ask for
Geneene Luedee, Church Secretary and mentiondhajgt the number from our
website. We look forward to welcoming you as guest and accommodating any
special needs you have.

HALL RENTAL COSTS

The following are the DUCC'’s Fellowship hall rentalsts:
Basic Rental (1/2 Day, 4 hours) $200.00
Basic Rental (Full Day, 8 hours) $275.00
Security Deposit (reserves date and time) $50.00
Custodial Fee (Included) $75 *non refundable foddiags and funerals
Church Custodian (If required) $10/hour

(The basic rental includes up to 2 hours earliethenday of the event for
set-up, table and chair arrangement, caterer amd/Da prep time, and up to 1
hour after the event for band/DJ equipment removal)
*For more information or to schedule a date andtimvisit or reserve the hall,
call (203) 288-2342

www.dunbarchurch.com
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