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Pastor’s Report, June 2022 
 

As Chris�ans in the United States of America, we are in an odd 

situa�on.  Many Americans s�ll believe that our na�on is a     

predominately “Chris�an” or at least a “God fearing” land. “God” 

is on our money.  It’s on our pledge of allegiance, though we le$ 

it out of the Star Spangled Banner.  But there are words in our 

Na�onal Anthem that turned out to be on target, you could say: 

“the rocket’s red glare” and “bombs burs�ng in air.”  To put it 

more simply:  weapons.  Rockets fired and bombs exploding. 

Fight and conflict and violence are part of our na�onal iden�ty. 

Today we don’t hear the bombs burs�ng in air but we do have 

the daily burs�ng of gunshot in a red glare of suicides,            

homicides, and mass shoo�ngs.  Which is odd, as I said earlier, in 

a na�on that many claim is “Chris�an.”  According to our      

scriptures, the New Testament wri�ngs, we are among the most 

NON-violent of religions in the world.  Rather than fight, Jesus 

taught “turn the other cheek.”  He told Peter to put his sword 

away when Peter drew it as police came to arrest Jesus.  Jesus 

saved a woman from being stoned to death — he disarmed an 

angry mob of men craving a kill.  We are members of a pacifist 

religion living in the most heavily armed country in the world.  As 

of May, 2021, we had 5,550 nuclear warheads (we are in second 

place, behind Russia which has 6257, and China is third with only 

350).  But the U.S. has the most powerful military in the world, 

with more aircra$ than any country, and twenty-one aircra$   

carriers compared to one for Russia.  Russia’s yearly defense 

budget is 42 million dollars, compared to 740.5 million dollars for 

the U.S. 
 

 



So we can say we are a Chris�an na�on, but we really aren’t. 

The number of people who say they follow Jesus is also     

shrinking; churches are closing and being converted into      

condos or homes or businesses.  In the nineteenth century, 

Dostoyevsky wrote a liBle piece called The Grand Inquisitor.  It 

was a story about the second coming — the return — of Jesus, 

who was met by the Grand Inquisitor, the leader of the church, 

and told that his return was unnecessary, he wasn’t needed 

any more.  “We’ve got everything under control,” the Inquisitor 

told Jesus.  “The people don’t need you now — they don’t 

want you.  And if you don’t leave we will have to crucify you 

again.”  And Jesus walked away. 
 

This was prophe�c of Dostoyevsky — it’s happening today.  

People don’t want Jesus.  They don’t want to turn the other 

cheek.  In our church I have had people tell me that Jesus was 

wrong.  He didn’t understand human nature.  One person said, 

“If someone hits me on the cheek I will be sure to hit them 

back so hard they won’t make that mistake again.”  I said, “But 

Jesus taught nonviolence.”  They said, “Do you actually believe 

that?  Jesus was wrong!” 
 

All of the great religions in the world teach a way of living with 

compassion and love for all life.  It has always been a challenge, 

for we who call ourselves “Chris�an,” to follow Jesus in our  

culture and world which follow other ways, like wealth           

accumula�on and violence and power.  Between the news and 

the social media and the flood of misinforma�on we are        

exposed to, it’s hard to keep our aBen�on focused, even for a 

liBle, on Jesus and his teaching of seeking the last place,     

serving, living peacefully with others.  But this is what we are  



Trustees 
 

The trustees con�nue to review and monitor the church's       

financial; posi�on. To date, contribu�ons and expenditures are 

in line with budget expecta�on. We have contracted with 

Highgate Wooden Flooring to replace the lower level floor with 

a commercial grade vinyl product that both looks nice and will 

resist stains and scratches. We hope to have the installa�on 

done in early June pending delivery of the material. We are also 

looking at repairs to the concrete at the church entrance, the 

blacktop, and pain�ng selected wooden areas of the church   

exterior and Parish Hall.  
 

RespecGully SubmiBed 

John Donohue 

here for, this is our calling as members of the family we call 

Dunbar United Church of Christ.  We are, as God’s grace          

enables us, the presence of Jesus Christ in this �ny spot on the 

earth.   By ourselves we cannot overcome the terrors that close 

in on us.  But God s�ll works miracles, and Jesus Christ is      

present everywhere, and the kingdom of heaven is right here in 

our midst.  In the world of the spirit, the smallest act of        

kindness changes history more than all the wars.  And the       

�niest bit of God’s love breathed through us sustains the 

earth.   Love is the hymn we sing through the daily grind, the 

struggle, the pain and the ecstasy of our lives though the one 

we are blessed to call God-with-us, Jesus Christ. 
 

Always yours, with love from the 

land of violence and miracles, 
 

George 

Contact Pastor George @ 

Phone: (203) 287 -8106 or  

revonweb@sbcglobal.net   



H.O.P.E. 

 

H.O.P.E. would like to thank those that donated this month and 

helped keep us going: 
 

George and Janet Braen 

Bob and Karen Corona 

Joe and Nancy Braen 

Heather Sibley 
 

This month we are dona�ng to Breakthrough Church Soup 

Kitchen/Food Pantry located in Hamden.  This church picked up 

the soup kitchen mission a$er St. Ann's Soup Kitchen closed. 

Breakthrough is expanding their food service to assist more 

people in need. 
 

If you would like to make a dona�on in memory of, in honor of, 

as a gi$ for someone, or if you would just like to donate, you 

can do so by visi�ng our Dunbar website or send a check to 

Dunbar with HOPE in the memo. 

Please help us keep up Helping Other People Eat. 

Any ques�ons or concerns, please call. 
 

Thank you again, 

Debbie Laffin 

(203) 281-3241 



Board of Missions and Concerns 
 

Hi Everyone, 
 

As you know we have helped with the Ukrainian effort. We will 

keep in touch with them but at this �me they are accep�ng  

specific medical dona�ons and monetary contribu�ons for  

shipping.  

These  are the organiza�ons that we will be dona�ng to : 

1) MS 

2) Guiding Eyes for the Blind (which trains dogs for the blind) 

3) The Lakota Indians in South Dakota (which Polly P. always 

collected for and Janet Lavorgna took some of our students 

to help in that area) 

4) The USO (which keeps families connected where they are 

sta�oned in the world and provide USO2GO shipments and 

programs to set up mini USO's) 

5) The Special Olympics of CT 

 

As always please let us know if you know of a need.  
 

Take care and have a safe and fun summer.  

Donna and the Missions CommiBee  

Chris�an Educa�on 
 

 

Chris�an Educa�on would like to send a 

BIG thank you to Daniel Braen for weed-

ing the garden again this summer!!!  

 

Janet Manukas 



For those who would like to help with the 

Ukrainian Humanitarian effort. 

Send your checks to: 

KofC Council 16253 

St. Michael the Archangel Church 

569 George Street 

New Haven, CT 06511-5301 
 

Checks payable to: KofC Council 16253 

In the memo: St. Michael's Ukraninian Humanitarian Relief 

Fund 

If you would like to be part of the prayer chain, 

please call, text, or email Lois Kasarauskas 

Call: 203-281-7174  Text: 203-317-1903  

Email: lk1740@sbcglobal.net.  

Deacons 
 

 

The Deacons decorated the church for the Easter Season, 

which ends a$er Pentecost on June 5th. We had a lovely 

Mother's Day service and the choir sang. We're star�ng to see 

more people aBend services in person.  
 

The deacons con�nue to work to  support members of the 

congrega�on in need. Please don't hesitate to reach out. 
 

RespecGully SubmiBed, 

KiBy Donohue 

203-887-9717 



Bible Study every Wednesday via Zoom 

Mee�ng ID 658 791 9474     

Password 503008 
 

To join by telephone, dial 929-205-6099 and enter the 

mee�ng ID.  If prompted for a password,  

enter  503008.  

Sunday Service 10am every Sunday is also available 

online via Zoom  

Mee�ng ID 658 791 9474     

Password 503008 
 

To join by telephone, dial 929-205-6099 and enter the 

mee�ng ID.  If prompted for a password,  

enter  503008.  

On July 17, 1947, a group of people who had been mee�ng at a 

friend’s house for Sunday School and worship voted to become 

affiliated with the Congrega�onal Chris�an Church. 

That same year, they were received into the fellowship of the 

New Haven Associa�on of Congrega�onal-Chris�an Churches 

Connec�cut Conference and officially became a church. 

2022 will mark our 75th anniversary. 
 

A commiBee is being formed to discuss and plan what we 

should do to celebrate this occasion. 
 

If you are interested in joining the commiBee, please email 

office.dunbar@gmail.com 

or call the church at 203-288-2342 



Mission Statement 

“We believe that Jesus calls us to love each other, serve 

our neighbor, and nurture God's spirit within us." 

Dunbar UCC Open & Affirming Statement 

 

We, the members of Dunbar United Church of Christ, 

want Jesus to be the center of our lives. Our mission is 

to prac�ce the New Commandment that Jesus gave 

us: to love one another as he has loved us (John 

13:34). We seek to follow God's will by loving our 

neighbors, friends and enemies alike. We seek jus�ce 

for all. 

 

We celebrate the image of God in every person. As an 

Open and Affirming Church, we welcome all persons 

into the full life and ministry of our church, and affirm 

that the grace of God, known especially through Je-

sus, is a gi$ meant for people of every race, color, age, 

ability, and sexual orienta�on. Worship, leadership, 

ministry, and employment are open to all. 

 

We are on a journey of faith and invite all people to 

join us.  No maBer the church or community where 

your journey began, you are welcome here. 


