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This is a rewriting of my pastor’s report at the annual meeting.  So if 
you were there, this develops the idea a little further -- so please read it 
again.  And if you weren’t at the meeting -- this is kind-of what I said.  Much 
love....  
 

We claim, in our Open and Affirming/Mission Statement, to “want 
Jesus to be the center of our lives,” and “to love one another as he as loved 
us.”  The apostle Paul expressed the same idea to the Philippians when he 
said, “If there is any encouragement in Christ....be of the same mind, 
having the same love....  Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves.  Let each of you look not 
to your own interests, but to the interests of others.  Let the same mind be 
in you that was in Christ Jesus, ....who [took] the form of a slave....”  
(Philippians 2:1-7) 

There’s something repugnant in our American culture about being a 
slave, a servant, of another person.  We’re taught it’s a sign of weakness 
and low prestige to wait on someone else.  We are encouraged to work 
hard and succeed so that others can serve us.  Being powerful means that 
we can give the orders, we can tell others what to do.  Yet the apostle Paul 
tells us to give that up.  And look how humiliating it was when Jesus, God-
Almighty-in-the-flesh, got on his knees and washed people’s feet.  Maybe, 
spiritually, we aren’t there yet.  But when we pray, “thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven,” we’re asking God to change us into foot-washers. 
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In the wilderness, the devil told Jesus that he would make him a 
powerful king who would rule the earth.  But Jesus said, “No, my mission is 
not to be a slave-master, but a slave -- a servant to everyone.”  So Jesus 
left the wilderness and began his ministry of healing our diseases, casting 
out the demons that torment us, and preaching the good news that God 
loves us and calls even the worst of us to be a blessing to others. 
   So, following Jesus, we choose to be servants -- foot washers.  We 
seek the mind that was in Jesus Christ, and pray that God bends or breaks 
us to do his will.   And to the extent that this church holds the image of 
Jesus Christ constantly before us, and prods us to wash the feet of the 
beautiful and the ugly, and moves us to cast out the life-sucking demons, 
and encourages us to heal the diseases that mutilate the loving spirit, then 
we have reason to continue our work -- our painful, tedious, tortuous, 
glorious and ecstatic work -- of dying and being reborn here on the corner 
of Benham Street and Dunbar Hill Road.   
 
Yours in Christ, 
George 
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Family and Friend February Celebrations!! 
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BOARD OF MISSIONS AND CONCERNS 
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 Linda Bonadies will be giving a CD Release Concert - 
"KARMA" on Feb 26th at 8:00 at the Hamden Library Thornton Wilder Hall.  
Inspiring songs about life and love with an ensemble of incredible musicians. 
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OUR RUMMAGE SALE WILL BE HELD IN THE HALL ON: 
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WE NEED YOU TO CLEAN YOUR CLOSETS, GARAGES, BASEMENTS, 
ATTICS AND ALL THOSE OF YOUR NEIGHBORS AS WELL!   

WE LOVE TO OFFER A BIG VARIETY AND EVERYONE BENEFIT S 
FROM RUNNING THIS ONCE A YEAR BIG BARGAIN DAY!   
MORE DETAILS NEXT MONTH AND A BIG THANK YOU TO 

EVERYONE WHO DONATES!  CALL IF YOU NEED MORE INFO. 203 
281 3241.  THANKS, DEBBIE LAFFIN    
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Dunbar United Church of Christ 
Boards and Committees 2010-2011  
Pastor George Manukas 

 

Pastor Rev. George Manukas 
Moderator Kathy Umbricht Straka  (2011) 
Deacons  Donna Burkbuckler  (2013) 

Betty Detmers (2013) 
Bel Forte (2011) 
Paul Jacques (2011) 
Chris Nowacki (2011) 
Marc Rosa (2012) 
Alexandra Shettleworth  (2012) 
Heather Sibley (2013) 
Katie Straka (2012) 
Jean Copeland, Emeritas 

Trustees  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial 
Secretary 

Gary Burkbuckler  (2013) 
Bob Corona (2013) 
Ted Endriss (2013) 
Lawrence Liseo (2012) 
Janet Manukas (2011) 
Al Via (2012)  
Chuck Walters (2012) 
 
Meg Nowacki 

Treasurer Joe Braen 
Asst. 
Treasurer 

Charles Walters 

Asst. 
Treasurer 

Meg Nowacki 

Clerk Needs volunteer 
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Secretary Geneene Luedee 
Hall Rental Geneene Luedee 
Sexton Victor Mitchell 
Web Site Nancy Braen 
Music 
Committee 
(under Board 
of Deacons) 
 

Nancy Braen 
Linda Bonadies 
Katie Straka 

  
Christian 
Education  

Olga Dryfoos (2011) 
Nancy Braen (2012) 
Donna Burkbuckler (2012) 
Janet Lavorgna  (2012) 
Cindy Long (2012) 
Libby Walmser (2013) 

Missions and 
Concerns  

Nancy Braen, Co-Chair  (2012) 
Donna Burkbuckler, Co-Chair  (2012) 
Olga Dryfoos (2012) 
Debbie Laffin (2011) 

At Large 
Council 
Members (up 
to 6) 

Needs volunteers 

Nominations Bruce Detmers, Sr. 
  
Committees   
Budget 
Committee  

Steve R. Hurd, Chair 

Investment 
Committee  

Bruce Detmers, Sr., Chair 
Kathy Straka, Moderator 
Joe Braen, Treasurer 
Meg Nowacki 
Tom Parlapiano 
Charles Walters 

Pastoral 
Relations  

Meg Nowacki, Chair 
Jim Arseniadis 
Judy Campbell 
Steve Hurd 
Barbara Walters 

Columbarium 
Committee, 
Board of 
Governors 

Bruce Detmers, Chair 
Bob Corona 
Betty Detmers 
Ellyn Liseo 
Barbara Walters 
Charles Walters 
Ann Watjen 

Publicity Cindy Long 
Tom Parlapiano 

Memorial 
Gifts 

Ginny Granquist 
Meg Nowacki 

Playground 
Committee 

Chris Nowacki, Chair 
Nancy Braen 
Barbara Hamilton 
Paul Jacques 
Rev. George Manukas 
Janet Manukas 
Katherine Straka 
Kathy Straka 
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Dunbar 
Corporation 

Jeff Hamilton, President, Treasurer 
Charles Walters, Secretary 
Deb Laffin, Vice President 
Meg Nowacki 
Kathy Straka 
Caroline Tallberg 

Sunshine Ann Watjen 
Commitment 
Committee  

Jim Arseniadis 
Tom Parlapiano 

  
Sunday 
Service 

 

Altar Flowers Betty Detmers 
Chancel and 
Sanctuary 
Committee 

Felix Mazur, greeter, usher, bell 
Louise Mazur, altar candles, hymn #s 
Ellyn Liseo, usher 
Mark Rosa, usher 
Jenni Shettleworth, usher 
Katie Straka, usher 
Kathy Straka, usher 
Maria Yoesoep, usher 

Childcare Mary Allen 
Linda Rua 

Readers for 
Sundays 

Judy Campbell 
Bruce Detmers 
Paul Jacques 
Jennifer L. Johnson 
Louise Mazur 
Meg Nowacki 
Tom Parlapiano 
Barbara Walters 
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